The zoapatle. IX. In vitro effect of Montanoa tomentosa and Montanoa frutescens upon human sperm and red cells.
The effect of zoapatle aqueous crude extract (ZACE) was further studied and partially characterized upon human and rabbit spermatozoa. ZACE prepared from Montanoa tomentosa s.s.p tomentosa did not influence sperm motility or viability in a wide range of ZACE concentrations tested; on the other hand, ZACE prepared from Montanoa frutescens had immediate and constant inhibitory effect upon motility and decreased cell viability. Red cell lysis was readily observed with ZACE-frutescens, but not with ZACE-tomentosa. The effect of time on ZACE-frutescens potency for inducing red cell lysis was observed.